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Introduction
The Blueberry Cose Beetle, Neoch/omisus
cribripennis (LeConte) con couse

recognize the vorious stoges of this insect,
ond to be oble to control infestotions.
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Figure I - Bluebery Case Beetle Aduh Laying Egg



The BLUEBERRY CASE BEETLE

Description
Adult blueberry cose beetles ore smoll,
cylindricql beetles,2.7 - 3.3 mm in length.
They ore metqllic coppery-red in colour. On
close exqminotion $e thorqx ond elytro
oppeor quite bumpy (Fig. 1)

The egg is oronge in colour. lt is enclosed in o
brown or blqckish bell shoped cclse, which is
ottoched to q leqf or stem by o short stqlk
(Fis. I )

The lqrvoe ore white in colour with o brown
heod. They qre normolly conceoled in o bell
shoped cose of excrement, which is blqck in
colour (Fig. 2l.lt is similor in oppeoronce to
the burnt heqd on o motch. When octive the
heod ond legs of the lqrvqe protrude from the
cose, which is cqrried in qn upright position.
When disturbed the lorvq withdrqws into
the cqse.

The pupo is enclosed in the lqst lqrvol cose,
ond is ottqched to leqves or stems.

Biology
The winter is usuolly possed by the odult
beetle under the litter loyer of the blueberry
field. They emerge in Moy. Moting tskes ploce
shortly ofter emergence qnd egg loying
begins in mid June. The eggs hotch in qbout

10 doys. The lorvoe feed mostly on the leoves
of blueberries. They'go through three instors '

ond pupote in lote July ond eqrly August. The
pupol stoge lqsts for 4-5 weeks. The odults
emerge from the pupo ond ore octive until
lote October or eorly November. A few lqrvoe
ond pupoe moy be found in October. The
odult beetles feed on the leoves, but qlso feed
on the bork of the blueberry shoot.

Dqmoge
Both the lqrvqe qnd qdults feed on the folioge
of blueberry. lf present in lorge numbers they
con cquse defoliqtion of the plonts. The qdults

hqbit of feeding on the bqrk of blueberry
stems couses the most serious domoge
(FiS. 3). Stems which ore girdled or severely
deborked will qllow the stem to dry out qnd

be winter killed. Domoge by this insect is
therefore most serious in sprout fields, or
second crop fields. In lorge outbreqks q moior
portion of the crop con be lost. This domoge
is not serious in o field in the crop yeqr of o
two yeor rototion, since the plonts will be
pruned qnywqy.
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Figure 2 - Cose Beetle Lorva
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Monitoring Technique
Blueberry cose beeiles cqn be monitored by
sweeping the folioge with o 30 cm diqmeter
insect sweep net. Crop fields should be
scrmpled weekly during June to mid July.
Sprout fields should be sompled weekly
throughout July. lt is most importont to somple
sprout fields, since the most severe domoge
results from odult octivity in the foll of the
sprout yeqr.

It is suggested qt leost three somples per field
in fields of 5 hectqres or less be token. Eoch
somple should consist of 2S sweeps. For
lorger fields on qdditionql somple should be
token per 5 hectores.

v
Sompling should be done on worm sunny
doys. Cqre should be token to wqlk toword
the sun while sweeping, so your shodow
does not fqll qcross the plonts thot you
ore sweeping.

Action Threshold
Action thresholds hqve not been estoblished
for this insect. lt is suggested thot when 1 5-20
lorvqe per sqmple is reoched thot control
meosures moy be necessory.

Control
The blueberry cose beetle is porositized by
severol species of pcrositic wosps. These help

- to keep populotions in check during most
\-/ yeors. lf the populotion of cqse beetles

increqses greotly, it is necessory to opply on

insecticide treotment to control this insect. The
lqrvol stoge is the most eosily controlled stoge.

Control products qnd rqtes of opplicqtion qre
listed in the Lowbush Blueberry Protection
Guide - ACC 101 I .

Note
Novo Scotio growers cqn purchose sweep
nets through the Blueberry Producers
Associqtion of Novq Scotiq. They moy
olso porticipote in the onnuql blueberry
insect surv€y.

For detqils obout this progrom contoct:

Lorne Crozier,
Entomologist, Plqnt Industry Bronch,
N.S.D.A.M.,
P.O. Box 550, Truro, N.S. B2N 5E3
PHONE 893-6548

Figure 3 - Cose Beetle Bork Damage
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