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March 24, 2018 

Best Western Glengarry Hotel & Convention Centre 

150 Willow Street, Truro, NS 

 
The agenda for the WBPANS Winter Information Meeting includes updates and reports to our members on the As-

sociation’s activities over the winter months and our plans for upcoming work as we move into the 2018 wild blue-

berry crop season. 

 

The morning session will consist of our report on wild blueberry market activity and outlook going into the new 

crop season, a report from WBANA president John Cameron and Executive Director Neri Vautour on the trade asso-

ciation’s activities since the Annual Meeting and a look ahead to plans and priorities, in both the wild blueberry 

export promotion program and in health research. We will also have a report to our members from Greg Connell 

of Nurture Atlantic on the activities and outcomes of the wild blueberry regional promotion program that was put 

in motion during the past year and a look ahead to plans for promotion activities for  the 2018 crop year. 

 

There has been great interest in the expansion and new dried fruit line that has been going in at the VanDyk’s plant 

in Caledonia over the past year and Peter Van Dyk will give us a short presentation on this new development in our 

industry. 

 

We will have extension and research presentations during the afternoon session with a particular focus on manage-

ment of resting and developmental fields as well as wild blueberry field management strategies for bringing some set 

aside land back into your production cycles. These will include Peter Burgess’ talk on field management decisions 

and an update from Dr. David Percival on the new NSERC, WBPANS and Bragg Lumber funded plant pathology 

work now underway at Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture. There was great interest throughout the region in Dr. 

Travis Esau’s field management tool developed last year and Travis will be giving us an updated presentation on that 

work as well as a discussion of his look at harvester efficiency with regard to brush maintenance. 

 

The Maritime wild blueberry industry has been working closely with Perennia on the future funding and program-

ming for the Atlantic Tech Transfer Team for Apiculture (ATTTA) for the next five years. Sawyer Olmstead, 

Apiculturist with the  team  will give us a presentation on plans for that important program for 2018 and beyond. 

 

As we’ve heard at previous meetings, the Canadian Wild Blueberry Industry Research and Development Insti-

tute (CWBIRDI) has been re-activated after several years of dormancy and its new Board is working hard to build 

an expanded industry research program coordinated through that organization. Barron Blois, Chairman of the 

CWBIRDI Board, will give a report on those activities to date and discuss future research priorities and plans. 

 



 WBPANS WINTER INFORMATION MEETING 

March 24, 2018   
Best Western Glengarry Hotel & Convention Centre, 150 Willow Street, Truro, NS 

 

AGENDA 
  

 Morning Session:   Chair:  Barron Blois, President 
 

 8:00 am NUTRITION BREAK SPONSORED BY  BRAGG LUMBER COMPANY  & BAYER CROP SCIENCE  
 

9:00 am Welcome – Barron Blois, President 
          

9:15 am   Wild Blueberry Global Market Update – Peter Rideout, Executive Director WBPANS 
   

 9:45 am WBANA-Canada Update – Neri Vautour, John Cameron, WBANA-Canada 
 

  10:15 am NUTRITION BREAK  SPONSORED BY  EASTERN DRAINAGE 
 

 10:45 am WBPANS Promotion & Marketing Strategy Update – Greg Connell, Nurture Atlantic 
 

 11:15 am Van Dyk’s Value Added Products Update – Peter Van Dyk 
  

12:00 pm LUNCH - provided in the Salon ABC  sponsored by DOW AGRO SCIENCES &  
DUPONT CROP PROTECTION  

  

 Afternoon Session: Chair:  Peter Van Dyk, Vice-President   
 

 1:00 pm Canadian Wild Blueberry Industry Research & Development Institute Update 
    Barron Blois, WBPANS President 
  

1:20 pm Triaging Your Wild  Blueberry Fields – Determining Which Ones Are Worth Saving and  
   How to  Bring the Others Back to Life  - Peter Burgess, Perennia 
 

2:00 pm Recommended Pest Control Products & Fertilizers for 2018  
  Terry Prescott, Cavendish Agri Services 
 

2:20 pm Atlantic Tech Transfer Team for Apiculture Update      
Sawyer Olmstead, Perennia 

 

2:45 pm NUTRITION BREAK SPONSORED BY CAVENDISH AGRI-SERVICES 
 

3:00 pm Increased Fruit Quality & Field Efficiency Using Precision Agriculture Technology  
  Dr. Travis Esau, Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture 

 

3:20 pm Update on Current Weed Management Research & Plans for 2018  
Dr. Scott White, Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture 

     

3:40 pm Use of UAV & Other Technologies to Produce Wild Blueberries in a Cost Competitive  
  Environment 
   Dr. David Percial, Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture 
  

4:00 pm ADJOURN 
 

 



Wild Blueberry Market Update 
 

The USDA Cold Storage Holdings (Table 1) up to Nov 30 show US frozen blueberry holdings at much 

more manageable levels than we saw a year earlier, with New England (mostly wild blueberries) at 66% 

of the high levels at Nov 30, 2016. The Midwest was down 6 % from 2016 and the major growing area in 

the Pacific Northwest was at 79% of their very high frozen storage holdings of a year earlier and, accord-

ing to a recent report, were 4.9% lower than the three year average figure for that region. Total US frozen 

blueberry holdings as of Nov 30, 2017 were 78% of the holdings reported a year earlier.  

 

Market reports and industry information continue to indicate very good movement of frozen wild blueber-

ries to the European (up 47% from 2016) and Asian markets through November 2017 (see Table 2, Cana-

dian Exports). This is due to expanded promotion activities and very aggressive sales into the European 

market, along with new opportunities created by a failure of the Eastern Europe bilberry harvest in 2017. 

In Asia, shipments through November 2017 were up 23% from 2016, mostly on expanded sales into Chi-

na and continued good movement to our major Asian market in Japan. Exports of frozen wild blueberries 

to the US market were down from the previous year, but this was more than offset by the increased Euro-

pean and Asian sales. 

       TABLE 1 
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2016 2017 2017 as % 
of 2016

New England 58,303 36,141 66

Midwest 65,039 61,075 94

Pacific 135,732 107,901 79

Total 294,135 229,348 78
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   TABLE 3 

   

2016 2017 2017 as % 
of 2016

Tart Cherries,
Midwest

116,074 106,737 92

Raspberries,
Pacific

62,624 68,546 109

Strawberries,
Pacific

274,113 247,878 90

2014 2015 2016 2017-Nov % of
2016

US 21,671 28,453 30,522 20,053 65.7

EU 
+ UK

17,106 20,928 21,355 30,873 145

East
Asia 

8,914 7,959 8,777 10,759 123



BEELINE    1-866-606-4636 (TOLL FREE) 
 

The Beeline will be up and running again for 2018.  If wild blueberry growers are looking for pollinators this 
year, they can check on the beeline to source them: 

 

http://www.perennia.ca/fieldservices/honey-bees-and-pollination/ 
 

Beekeepers can contact Perennia at 902-896-0277 to list their available bees on the beeline.  
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NOMINATIONS TO THE BOARD 
 

The Board of Directors would like to invite the membership to bring forward names for consideration of 

individuals that may be interested in serving on WBPANS Board of Directors. Potential nominations will be 

brought before the 2018 Annual Business Meeting. If you or someone you know would like  to be consid-

ered for nomination to the Board please contact a committee member: 

Jeff Orr   902-870-1578    Email: wildblue@eastlink.ca 

Peter Van Dyk   902-682-3116   Email: petervandyk@eastlink.ca 

John Quinn   902-783-2834    Email: jquinn@stfx.ca 

http://www.perennia.ca/fieldservices/honey-bees-and-pollination/beeline/


WBANA-CANADA UPDATE  
 
China: 
Last November, WBANA Canada signed an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with the Jinjiang Group of China.  
Jinjiang International (Group) Company Limited is a Shanghai-based state-owned enterprise of the People's Republic 
of China and one of the largest tourism enterprises in China. Its subsidiaries include Jinjiang International Holdings 
Limited, Jinjiang International Hotel Management Company Limited, and they are involved in logistics for transpor-
tation.  The objective is for WBANA Canada to provide promotional assistance to the Jinjiang Group to raise aware-
ness of Canadian Wild Blueberries in China. The Jinjiang group will assist WBANA Canada in lobbying the Chinese 
government to reduce or eliminate tariffs. 
 
A number of educational videos are being prepared to provide Chinese chefs with methods on using Canadian Wild 
Blueberries. 
 
WBANA Canada will do a follow-up visit to China in early April 2018 and bring Dr. Wilhelmina Kalt to do Health 
presentations to the Jinjiang Group and to high ranking Chinese Government officials. 
 
China has tremendous potential for Canadian Wild Blueberries and we are working very hard to put our industry in a 
position to succeed. 
 
Dr. Wilhelmina Kalt: 
WBANA Canada is in the process of trying to secure government funding to hire Dr. Kalt on a contract position to 
help the industry develop an even stronger Health research program and Health message.    Dr. Kalt recently retired 
from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and has been a great supporter of wild blueberries for many years. Dr. Kalt is 
responsible for the term “ Antioxidant” and for a lot of the success that blueberries have enjoyed over the past 
twenty years. I am sure that you will get to meet Dr. Kalt in the coming year as we plan on having her make presen-
tations to growers.  
 
Markets: 
Canadian Exports of Wild Blueberries are up in all of our major markets. The EU/ Canada trade agreement signed on 
September 21, 2017, has already shown very positive signs for Wild Blueberry products. We will be sharing new ex-
port data with Federal representatives to show the link between eliminated tariffs and increasing exports, some-
thing that the Canadian government is committed to doing. 
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WBPANS RECOGNITION BOOK 
 

WBPANS’ Recognition Book Committee makes recommendations to the Board of Directors for individuals 

to be recognized at the Annual Meeting for their outstanding contribution to the Nova Scotia wild blueberry 

industry. The Committee is currently seeking names for consideration for this honour for 2018. Please con-

tact a committee member if you have a recommendation for them. 

Jeff Orr   902-870-1578     Email: wildblue@eastlink.ca 

Peter Van Dyk   902-682-3116   Email: petervandyk@eastlink.ca 

John Quinn  902-783-2834    Email: jquinn@stfx.ca 



 

 

 

 

 

 

International Sustainable Smart Farming Seminar 
Dalhousie Agricultural Campus, Extended Learning 

March 15 & 16, 2018 
Agricultural Campus, Bible Hill, NS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
Registration fee: $60 (includes access to entire program, ticket to banquet, lunch and all coffee 
breaks).    
 
Join Dalhousie Agricultural Campus’ Precision Agriculture team as they host a two-day seminar 
on smart farming technologies on March 15 & 16, 2018.  Workshop participants will include indi-
viduals from government, high value crop producers, processors, academia, private agricultural 
machinery companies, engineers and non-governmental organizations that work on or  are inter-
ested in the sustainable development and adoption of smart precision agricultural technologies. 
All are welcome to attend.  
 

Register at: dal.ca/smartfarming or email extended.learning@dal.ca  
or by phone (902) 893-6666 
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2018 MEETING DATES 
 

Winter Information Meeting—Saturday, March 24,  Best Western Glengarry Hotel, Truro 
 

Saltscapes Expo: April 20-22, 2018,  former RONA building, Bayers Lake, Halifax 
 

Twilight Meetings:  Monday, May 28—Joe Slack’s Receiving Shed, 841 Middle Road, Debert 
   Tuesday, May 29—John Mattie’s Receiving Shed,  14 Blueberry Lane, Monastery 
   Thursday, May 31—Art Sargent’s Receiving Shed, 1480 Smith Hallow Rd, Parrsboro 
 

Field Day:  Thursday, July 12— Art Sargent’s Receiving Shed, 1480 Smith Hallow Rd, Parrsboro 
 

Annual Meeting: Friday & Saturday, November  16 & 17—Best Western Glengarry Hotel, Truro                                                        

Wild Blueberry Producers Association of Nova Scotia 

 PO Box 119 Debert, NS  B0M 1G0   Tel: 902-662-3306   Email: info@nswildblueberries.com 

CanadaGAP Food Safety Workshops 

 Register NOW!!  
Horticulture Nova Scotia is sponsoring CanadaGAP Food Safety 

Workshops  

Monday, February 5, Waterville Fire Hall  

Tuesday, February 13, Truro, Agri -Tech Park, Administration  

        Building, Room 214  

Thursday, February 15, Oak Hill Fire Hall (near Bridgewater)  

9:30 am – 3:30 pm  
Priority registration for members $25 plus HST  

Non-members $65 plus HST.  

To register call Horticulture Nova Scotia 902 -678 -9335 or  

Email: marlene@horticulturens.ca  

All CanadaGAP requirements will be discussed as well as changes from last year  

CHANGE OF MEETING DATES FOR 2019 
 

The Board of Directors has had discussions about changing the Annual Meeting  from a Friday, Saturday 

format to a Thursday, Friday format in November 2019.   The Board would like to have your opinion on 

your preference of days,  before making any changes.  Please call or email WBPANS office to vote for 

your preferred day for the 2019 AGM. 

 Telephone: 902-662-3306 

Email: info@nswildblueberries.com 


