! "#
RGN e

J 01 21 43 {0003 O 4
Notice of WBPANS Annual Meeting
Where: Best Western Glengarry Hotel & Convention Centre
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When: November 18 & 19, 2016 plus special pre-conference workshop on Nov. 17
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Perennia Innovation Centre grows your business
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You need to start somewhere. And, thlS |s a great place to start.

The Perennia Innovaton Centre helps producers
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WBANA CANADA REPORT

Foreign Import Tariffs

WBANA's tariff committee had been working on tdrissues with the previous Federal government so it early,
2016, WBANA met with the new Federal Governmentaidfs to request the politicians establish a goreent priority to lower
tariffs on Canadian wild blueberries exported tdas countries. As our wild blueberry crop con@auo grow the necessity for
improving conditions for exports has become a nimygortant issue for WBANA.

Canadian processors have identified an exporeigsiChina which has an import tariff on Canadiald wlueberries,
but has no tariff on cultivated blueberries fromil€hThis has resulted in loss of Chinese markatestio highbush blueberries.
During the summer as Canada re-engaged with Céffats to have the federal government addressgbisg with Chinese offi-
cials have increased with the assistance of Nowticsgrowers and Nova Scotia M.P. Bill Casey. We raquesting wild blue-
berry producer Associations to assist by writirtteles to their various federal and provincial goweent representatives.

Agrimarketing Funding and Budget Changes

WBANA Canada submitted a proposal to the Agri Mdirkg program to receive additional matching fut@sissist in
the additional promotional activities that are resegy to increase the demand for wild blueberddthough we have not re-
ceived official word from Ottawa, we are confidémat we will be supported and thus we have moveddad with our plans.

During August when it became apparent that theectitblueberry crop would be at least as large e$ast two years and would
be unlikely to return to historic production levéte marketing and finance committees of WBANA rieeformulate revised
budgets and promotional plans.

After these meetings, the marketing committee estpd the foreign promotional agencies in our majarkets to pro-
vide updated and expanded promotional plans. lole2ct2016, the board of WBANA has committed addaiofunds to addi-
tional immediate wild blueberry promotions in Genyalapan the US and China.

Health Research

During 2016 the Health Committee of WBANA receiv@darge number of requests for record financiaitigoutions
for research into the advantages of the consumpmtionild blueberries for the promotion of healthprovements. In October
2016, WBANA Canada committed additional funds taltreresearch. Among other things, these suppleangfiands will be
used for further research on:

the effects of wild blueberries on vascular anetbeal blood flow thereby resulting in cognitive immpgements, and
the effects of wild blueberry extract on inflammateesponse in the brain and the potential effettameliorating brain
injury.
the effects of wild blueberry consumptiandiabetes: evaluation of glucose regulation, rgagestinal hormones and
satiety in health adults.

Further Budgetary Change

On October 20th , 2016 at the WILDBREW meetingsMavid Yarborough confirmed that the preliminasfimate of
the Canadian wild blueberry crop for 2016 is 279-28llion pounds, with Canada producing over 70%hefworlds wild blue-
berries.

Prior to the crop confirmation, in September 2BIBANA had committed a further $500,000 of fundimg the current
year. The challenge is now to determine how thesdd will be divided between our joint prioritieSreducing wild blueberry
tariffs, and further promotion in our major marketrower feedback on this is welcome.

Blueberries



Apiculture Team Launched to Strengthen Atlantic’s Honey Bee Population

Perennia Food and Agriculture Inc. is now home tmigue team of specialists focused on strengtlgethia honey bee popula-
tion in Atlantic Canada.

The Atlantic Tech Transfer Team for Apiculture (ATA) will work with the bee and blueberry industrigsreview current
honeybee management practices across the countryustomize it for the region’s more than 38,00towrcial bee colonies
and nearly 39,000 hectares of blueberries.

Atlantic Canada is one of the world’s largest prahs and exporters of wild blueberries. For tliRigiry to continue to ex-
pand, the number of commercial bee colonies ne&xaubllination will have to increase to nearly 1000 hives by

2025. Most of this increased demand will be duthéoexpected expansion of wild blueberry acreadéew Brunswick. It is
anticipated that some of the required additionédmies will be supplied through the sustainableaghoof the Maritime bee-
keeping industry. This project team will supporpimved productivity in the wild blueberry and beegimg and pollination
industries by helping regional beekeepers imprave strength and productivity as well as increasiimation efficiency to
meet the increasing demand for pollination in vidldeberry fields.

The Government of Canada and the provinces of media, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Islandiavesting
$355,000 in the team through Growing Forward 2ye-year, federal-provincial-territorial policy fr@work to advance the
agriculture industry.

Industry organizations that are contributing ano®&4,000 to the twgear project are, Bleuets NB Blueberries; New Bruns-
wick Beekeepers Association Inc.; Nova Scotia Beekeepers’ Association; Wild Blueberry Producers’ Association of Nova Sco-
tia; Prince Edward Island Wild Blueberry Growers Association; PEI Beekeepers’ Association; Oxford Frozen Foods; and Jasper
Wyman and Son.

Quick Facts

* |n Atlantic Canada, in 2015, the blueberry industag a farm gate value of over $83 million. Thisntber more than dou-
bles when processing revenue is factored in.

* Average bee hive densities for pollinating a bluepéeld in the Atlantic Region are between oné &nwo hives per acre.
By increasing the density to three hives per adudiesberry yields may be increased by 0.4 tonnese/ which translate into
an increase of over $40M for the wild blueberryustly.

¢ Apiculturists Robyn McCallum and Cameron Menziell work with an industry-led committee to focus boney bee
health, nutrition, diseases, pests and over-wimggnased on industry best practices.

* Perennia Food and Agriculture Inc. is a provingialivned development company that works with farmigskermen,
processors and food entrepreneurs to grow theinésses. Services are offered in field serviceaslity and food safety,
product development and commercialization.

Quotes

Bees play a vital role in keeping Canadian agrigelistrong. The federal Government welcomes theppity to partner with
industry and share best practices for a healthypbeelation to support farmers, grow the industrgt aur overall economy.

— Lawrence MacAulay, Minister of Agriculture and i§rood Canada

This level of co-operation between governmentsiaddstry demonstrates what can happen when wetndeadkle a key issue
in our agriculture sector. A thriving bee populatis incredibly important to ensure our wild blueles are pollinated. The
work done by this team to share information anéaesh with producers is a key part of the ongoiealth of both our apicul-
ture and wild blueberry sectors.

—Jo Ann Fewer, CEO Perennia Food and Agricultnce |

This team at Perennia will provide leadership amate information that can help keep our bee pojouldtealthy so that it sup-
ports the economic benefits of the agriculture sidu
— Keith Colwell, Nova Scotia Agriculture Minister.

The strength of our honeybee population is direalgted to the strength of our agriculture sedfdinen government and in-
dustry work together, with collaboration betweerigdictions, the result is a stronger, more susiale industry for all parties.
— Rick Doucet, New Brunswick Minister of AgriculeirAquaculture and Fisheries

The province of Prince Edward Island recognizedriportant role that a healthy honey bee induslaypin wild blueberry
production and is pleased to be a partner in #gfonal initiative.
— Alan Mclsaac, Prince Edward Island Minister ofrigglture and Fisheries

... continued



This team at Perennia will provide leadership amate information that can help keep our bee pojpuldtealthy so that it
supports the economic benefits of the agricultnduistry.
— Keith Colwell, Nova Scotia Agriculture Minister.

The strength of our honeybee population is dire@lgted to the strength of our agriculture sedfdnen government and in-
dustry work together, with collaboration betweerigdictions, the result is a stronger, more sustiale industry for all partie§.
— Rick Doucet, New Brunswick Minister of AgriculeirAquaculture and Fisheries

The province of Prince Edward Island recognizesrtiportant role that a healthy honey bee induskaypin wild blueberry
production and is pleased to be a partner in tggonal initiative.
— Alan Mclsaac, Prince Edward Island Minister ofriglture and Fisheries

Contacts

Lynne Godlien Media Relations

Perennia Food and Agriculture Inc. Agriculturel sgri-Food Canada
902 678-7722, ext 229 613-773-7972

lgodlien@perennia.ca 1-866-345-7972
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