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OCTOBER 2016 

No�ce of WBPANS Annual Mee�ng 
 

Where:     Best Western Glengarry Hotel & Conven�on Centre,  
    150 Willow Street, Truro, NS   
    Tel: 902-893-4311 (please make your own reserva(ons). 
When:    November 18 & 19, 2016 plus special pre-conference workshop on Nov. 17 

 
 

It has been a challenging, but ul(mately produc(ve season for Nova Sco(a’s wild blueberry industry. Poor pollina(on weather followed by hot 
and dry condi(ons, especially in southwestern and central areas, had everyone worried about yields, overlaid with low expecta(ons about 
field price. Timely rains at the last minute saved the crop for many growers and we are es(ma(ng a crop of 60 million lbs for Nova Sco(a in 
2016. The crop across the en(re wild blueberry region has come in very strong, likely exceeding the “new normal” level we have seen in 2014 
and 2015.  
 
Your WBPANS Board of Directors, Execu(ve and Commi;ees have been addressing the current situa(on head on, and this is reflected in the 
topics and speakers on the agenda for our annual conference in Truro, November 18th and 19th. The focus is threefold:  
• Strategies for wild blueberry farming and business management in a low price cycle. 
• Working with all aspects of the industry to rebuild the price structure to sustainable and profitable levels. 
• Suppor(ng and expanding the marke(ng effort to grow the export and domes(c markets for wild blueberries to bring demand and sup-

ply back into balance.  
 

We have moved away from the popular concurrent sessions format for this year, in order to provide bigger blocks of (me in a general 
mee(ng to focus on these cri(cal issues. We have planned a special panel discussion for Friday a?ernoon, Nov 18, on Wild Blueberry Farm 

and Industry Management featuring several of our industry leaders, to take an in depth look at farming prac(ces as well as compe((ve fac-
tors and new approaches in the marketplace. Come with your ques(ons and ideas and don’t miss this important discussion. 
 
At 6:00 pm on Friday, Nov. 18, a recep(on and annual banquet will be held.  Tickets are $35/person.  There will only be 150 (ckets available, 
so get your (ckets early.  Banquet (ckets can be purchased at the registra(on table before noon on Friday. 
 
We have also been working closely with Perennia in the planning of a special pre-conference workshop on Thursday a2ernoon, Nov 17, 
“Unlocking the Value of the Wild Blueberry Industry”. The workshop will provide an outline of the process and steps involved in developing 
value added products or new enterprises to diversify your farm business. Our industry is, and will con(nue to be, heavily focused on the ingre-
dient export trade, but opportuni(es exist for long term development of wild blueberry food products for consumers and new value-added 
approaches to farm businesses. The workshop is not intended to create an instant solu(on to our current challenges, but rather a “priming of 
the pump” toward a more diverse industry.  Registra(on for the workshop is through Perennia and details are included in this newsle;er. The 
workshop is sponsored by WBPANS and there is no addi(onal fee. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the AGM. 

 

 
 

WBPANS THANKS ALL OF OUR ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORS!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 You are invited to a special session  
 

Unlocking the Value of the Nova Scotia  
Wild Blueberry Industry  

Helping you find and unlock the value in the Nova Sco�a wild blueberry crop 
to increase profits  

Date and loca(on: 
•  Thursday November 17, 2016 | Best Western, Glengarry Hotel, Truro | 1 to 4pm  
 
Target Par(cipants:  
• Current small and medium-sized wild blueberry producers and/or processors  
• Those producers considering further processing  
 
Registra(on:  
• Pre- Registra�on required by November 10th, 2016 by contac�ng Gail at (902) 678-7722 | 

gwalsh@perennia.ca  
 
Looking at Op�ons. Discussing Opportuni�es.  
 
This interac(ve a?ernoon will hopefully provide you with new informa(on, an opportunity to discuss and for-
mulate ideas, and learn about op(ons for moving forward to maximize the value of your opera(on, create new 
efficiencies and/or produce new products. During our (me together we will:  
• Review the current industry  
• Look at some ways others have added value to wild blueberries  
• Discuss opportuni(es that may best suit the sector and what market trends make sense for Nova Sco(a 

producers to pursue  
• Some funding  paths and next steps to support advancing your ideas  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

About Perennia Food and Agriculture Inc.  
Perennia is pleased to be suppor(ng WBPANS in this exci(ng ini(a(ve.  
 
Perennia’s mission is to help farmers, fishers and food processors be prosperous and profitable.  
 
Perennia’s services are grouped under three major areas: field services, quality and food safety and product 
development and commercializa(on. Our staff is trained to assist in areas such as: new product development, 
product and process improvement, packaging op(ons, nutri(onal analysis, shelf-life determina(on, food safety 
program development and interna(onal food safety scheme cer(fica(ons. Our facili(es include: microbial, an-
aly(cal and product development labs, as well as a pilot plant for small scale processing and incuba(on suites  

 
 
 

 
 

for start-up food and bio-related 
companies.  
 
Perennia has a team of more than 
30 specialists covering most as-
pects of food produc(on from 
source to consumer. Please visit 
www.perennia.ca for more infor-
ma(on and to connect with the 
team.  



 

WBANA CANADA REPORT 
 
 
Foreign Import Tariffs 
 
 WBANA’s tariff committee had been working on tariff issues with the previous Federal government so that in early 
2016, WBANA met with the new Federal Government officials to request the politicians  establish a government priority to lower 
tariffs on Canadian wild blueberries exported to various countries. As our wild blueberry crop continues to grow the necessity for 
improving conditions for exports has become a more important issue for WBANA.  
 
 Canadian processors have identified an export issue in China which has an import tariff on Canadian wild blueberries, 
but has no tariff on cultivated blueberries from Chile. This has resulted in loss of Chinese market share to highbush blueberries. 
During the summer as Canada re-engaged with China, efforts to have the federal government address this issue with Chinese offi-
cials have increased with the assistance of Nova Scotia growers and Nova Scotia M.P. Bill Casey. We are requesting wild blue-
berry producer Associations to assist by writing letters to their various federal and provincial government representatives.  
 
Agrimarketing Funding and Budget Changes  
 
 WBANA Canada submitted a proposal to the Agri Marketing program to receive additional matching funds to assist in 
the additional promotional activities that are necessary to increase the demand for wild blueberries. Although we have not re-
ceived official word from Ottawa, we are confident that we will be supported and thus we have moved forward with our plans. 
 
During August when it became apparent that the current blueberry crop would be at least as large as the last two years and would 
be unlikely to return to historic production levels the marketing and finance committees of WBANA met to formulate revised 
budgets and promotional plans.  
 
 After these meetings, the marketing committee requested the foreign promotional agencies in our major markets to pro-
vide updated and expanded promotional plans. In October 2016, the board of WBANA has committed additional funds to addi-
tional immediate wild blueberry promotions in Germany, Japan the US and China. 
 
Health Research 
 
 During 2016 the Health Committee of WBANA received a large number of requests for record financial contributions 
for research into the advantages of the consumption of wild blueberries for the promotion of health improvements. In October 
2016, WBANA Canada committed additional funds to health research. Among other things, these supplementary funds will be 
used for further research on: 

the effects of wild blueberries on vascular and cerebral blood flow thereby resulting in cognitive improvements, and  
the effects of wild blueberry extract on inflammatory response in the brain and the potential effects of ameliorating brain 

injury. 
        the effects of wild blueberry consumption on diabetes: evaluation of glucose regulation,  gastrointestinal hormones and  
 satiety in health adults. 
 
Further Budgetary Change 
 
 On October 20th , 2016 at the WILDBREW meetings Dr. David Yarborough confirmed that the preliminary estimate of 
the Canadian wild blueberry crop for 2016 is 275-280 million pounds, with Canada producing over 70% of the worlds wild blue-
berries. 
 
 Prior to the crop confirmation, in September 2016 WBANA had committed a further $500,000 of funding for the current 
year. The challenge is now to determine how these funds will be divided between our joint priorities of reducing wild blueberry 
tariffs, and further promotion in our major markets.  Grower feedback on this is welcome. 
 

 

 



To register contact:  
Extended Learning 
(902)893-6666 
Extended.learning@dal.ca 
dal.ca/exl 

Apiculture Team Launched to Strengthen Atlantic’s Honey Bee Population 
 
Perennia Food and Agriculture Inc. is now home to a unique team of specialists focused on strengthening the honey bee popula-
tion in Atlantic Canada. 
 
The Atlantic Tech Transfer Team for Apiculture (ATTTA) will work with the bee and blueberry industries to review current 
honeybee management practices across the country and customize it for the region’s more than 38,000 commercial bee colonies 
and nearly 39,000 hectares of blueberries. 
 
Atlantic Canada is one of the world’s largest producers and exporters of wild blueberries.  For the industry to continue to ex-
pand, the number of commercial bee colonies needed for pollination will have to increase to nearly 100,000 hives by 
2025. Most of this increased demand will be due to the expected expansion of wild blueberry acreage in New Brunswick.  It is 
anticipated that some of the required additional colonies will be supplied through the sustainable growth of the Maritime bee-
keeping industry. This project team will support improved productivity in the wild blueberry and beekeeping and pollination 
industries by helping regional beekeepers improve hive strength and productivity as well as increase pollination efficiency to 
meet the increasing demand for pollination in wild blueberry fields. 
 
The Government of Canada and the provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island are investing 
$355,000 in the team through Growing Forward 2, a five-year, federal-provincial-territorial policy framework to advance the 
agriculture industry. 
 
Industry organizations that are contributing another $54,000 to the two-year project are, Bleuets NB Blueberries; New Bruns-
wick Beekeepers Association Inc.; Nova Scotia Beekeepers’ Association; Wild Blueberry Producers’ Association of Nova Sco-
tia; Prince Edward Island Wild Blueberry Growers Association; PEI Beekeepers’ Association; Oxford Frozen Foods; and Jasper 
Wyman and Son. 
 
Quick Facts 
• In Atlantic Canada, in 2015, the blueberry industry had a farm gate value of over $83 million.  This number more than dou-

bles when processing revenue is factored in. 

• Average bee hive densities for pollinating a blueberry field in the Atlantic Region are between one and two hives per acre. 
By increasing the density to three hives per acre, blueberry yields may be increased by 0.4 tonnes / acre which translate into 
an increase of over $40M for the wild blueberry industry. 

• Apiculturists Robyn McCallum and Cameron Menzies will work with an industry-led committee to focus on honey bee 
health, nutrition, diseases, pests and over-wintering based on industry best practices. 

• Perennia Food and Agriculture Inc. is a provincially owned development company that works with farmers, fishermen, 
processors and food entrepreneurs to grow their businesses.  Services are offered in field services, quality and food safety, 
product development and commercialization. 

 
Quotes 
Bees play a vital role in keeping Canadian agriculture strong. The federal Government welcomes the opportunity to partner with 
industry and share best practices for a healthy bee population to support farmers, grow the industry and our overall economy. 
– Lawrence MacAulay, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
 
This level of co-operation between governments and industry demonstrates what can happen when we need to tackle a key issue 
in our agriculture sector. A thriving bee population is incredibly important to ensure our wild blueberries are pollinated. The 
work done by this team to share information and research with producers is a key part of the ongoing health of both our apicul-
ture and wild blueberry sectors. 
– Jo Ann Fewer, CEO Perennia Food and Agriculture Inc. 
 
This team at Perennia will provide leadership and share information that can help keep our bee population healthy so that it sup-
ports the economic benefits of the agriculture industry. 
– Keith Colwell, Nova Scotia Agriculture Minister. 
 
The strength of our honeybee population is directly related to the strength of our agriculture sector. When government and in-
dustry work together, with collaboration between jurisdictions, the result is a stronger, more  sustainable industry for all parties. 
– Rick Doucet, New Brunswick Minister of Agriculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries 
 
The province of Prince Edward Island recognizes the important role that a healthy honey bee industry plays in wild blueberry 
production and is pleased to be a partner in this regional initiative. 
– Alan McIsaac, Prince Edward Island Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries 
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Contacts 
Lynne Godlien     Media Relations 
Perennia Food and Agriculture Inc.   Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
902 678-7722, ext 229    613-773-7972 
lgodlien@perennia.ca     1-866-345-7972 
 
 



 

 AgriStability  
Prepared by: Programs and Business Risk Management Sec�on,  

Nova Sco�a Department of Agriculture  
 
No ma;er how stable a farm business is, some(mes the unexpected happens. AgriStability is one of the risk man-
agement programs offered under the suite of Business Risk Management programs in Growing Forward 2. AgriSta-
bility is designed to target assistance to farm opera(ons facing large margin declines caused by produc(on loss, in-
creased costs or market condi(ons.  
 
Why par�cipate in AgriStability?  
 • To protect your net farming income if you are impacted by produc(on losses, adverse market condi(ons 
or   increased costs  
 • To complement your coverage with other risk management programs (AgriInsurance, AgriInvest)  
 • To take advantage of affordable protec(on for your farm business 
  
How does AgriStability work?  
If a producer’s program margin falls below 70 per cent of his/her recent average due to any combina(on of produc-
(on loss, adverse market condi(ons or increased costs, AgriStability will help offset the decline. Each year a produc-
er’s program margin is calculated and if this falls below 70 per cent of the reference margin (historical average), 
AgriStability payments will provide 70 cents for every dollar of benefit triggered.  
 
Enrolling in the Program  
Like insurance for your house or car, you sign up before something goes wrong. With AgriStability you sign-up by 
April 30, before most produc(on years begin. You can then go about your regular business, knowing AgriStability 
will help in the event the unexpected happens. The annual AgriStability fee is 0.45 per cent of your reference mar-
gin, mul(plied by the 70 per cent coverage level. This works out to be $315 for every $100,000 of reference margin.  
 
For new producers, applying for AgriStability is as simple as calling the toll free number 1-866-367-8506 and re-
ques(ng a new par(cipant package. The request must be made by the April 30 deadline for the program year in 
which they wish to par(cipate. Once a producer is enrolled in AgriStability, he/she will annually receive an Enrol-
ment/Fee No(ce.  
 
Program Margin  
The current year’s net farming income is called your program margin. It is based on the income and expenses direct-
ly related to your produc(on. Allowable income and expenses ensure that AgriStability coverage is restricted to pro-
duc(on or price declines, rising input costs and market losses. The program considers your en(re farm opera(on 
and not just one commodity. Payments can be triggered by the combined effects of several factors that on their 
own might not trigger a payment. On the other hand, one situa(on may offset another. For example, a bumper crop 
year could offset the effects of poor commodity prices.  
 
Your program margin also includes inventory adjustments that measure changes in the value of your accounts re-
ceivable, accounts payable and commodity inventories. Inventory changes are valued using  
fair market values. Essen(ally, if your inventory value increases, it increases your program margin; if your inventory 
value decreases, it reduces your program margin.  
 
Reference Margin  
A producer’s historical financial informa(on is used in the calcula(on of AgriStability benefits to accurately reflect  

… con(nued   



the farming opera(on’s financial profile. The financial profile of the farm is based on the program margins from the 
previous five years. The reference margin is determined by excluding the highest and lowest program margins in 
the previous five years and averaging the remaining three.   If the farm has been opera(ng for less than five years, 
the reference margin will be based on the three most recent margins (if available) or typical industry margins for 
the commodi(es being produced.  
 
Limited Reference Margin  

Star(ng in the 2013 program year, AgriStability benefits are calculated using the lower of the conven(onal refer-
ence margin; or the average allowable expenses in the years used to calculate the conven(onal reference margin. 
To determine whether the limited reference margin will be used, the allowable expenses in the three years used to 
calculate the conven(onal reference margin will be averaged. The lower of either the average of total allowable 
expenses or the conven(onal reference margin will be used in the calcula(on of benefits. If the average of the al-
lowable expenses is used, the reference margin is limited.  
For more informa(on call the AgriStability toll free number 1-866-367-8506 or visit the website at h;p://
www.agr.gc.ca/eng/?id=1291990433266 .  

 


