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World Production Numbers: Today/Tomorrow 

D.E. Yarborough
WBPANS AGM Truro NS
November 18, 2016
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61% processed

46% processed

Increase in production BC PNW and Total NA Highbush  

BC blueberries in IGA in Orono, ME August 20, 2016 at 2 pt for $5 US
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Relative Productivity of Highbush and Wild by regio n in lb/a
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lb/a x 100

Relative Productivity of Wild from 5 yr average 
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Wild Blueberry Production Increases Five Year Avera ge

Wild Crop 2010 and 2015 compared to 5 year average
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10yr range
In Yield
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QC 105

NS 62
NB 83

PEI 34
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North American North Blueberry Pie 2016 

Total Crop Wild 384 + Cultivated  750 = 1.138 Billi on 
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1950 1970 2015

Total Acres

Yield million lbs

Canada Change in acres over the past 20 years
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Contributing Factors for 

Increased Production in PEI for 2015

8.9
� Good winter protection in 2014 / 2015
� Late spring
� Good pollination weather 
� Highest number of bees on record
� Maturing blueberry land
� Improved management practices
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Factors Contributing to the Increased Production 
in Wild Blueberry Yield last three years

8.9

� Climate favorable over the last few years, but trend in 
climate change has also increased growing season Good 
pollination weather and increased use of pollinators in the 
wild industry 
� Maturing blueberry land in QU, NB, PEI
� Improved management practices and more consistent 
use of inputs: 
Control weeds, insect diseases
Increased pollination, fertilization, irrigation 
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Need to support health research and promotion to in crease demand

Target populations with sufficient income and healt h concerns to increase 
consumption 

Develop new products and markets for wild blueberri es
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8 fresh and 1 frozen = 9, 3X blueberries

The Future
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